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CHAMBER NEWSLETTER 

As the President of The Greater Baldwinsville Chamber of Commerce (GBCC), it is a pleasure for me to announce 

this year’s Board of Directors and our aggressive new initiatives to benefit our membership and the greater local 

commerce community.  Over the next two years I have the honor to lead the efforts of my Board of Directors to-

wards achieving a more dynamic and much stronger GBCC.  Since 1961 the GBCC has been working diligently to 

create and support our local commerce.  It is my responsibility, through various marketing and networking initia-

tives, beautification efforts, and community events, to continue this effort and provide to our membership and local 

community the tools necessary to prosper during this trying economy.  In order to achieve and uphold our mission, 

it was imperative to assemble the right team lead the way.  And that we have done!  

Our Team 

First and foremost, I am pleased to announce our new Executive Director, Sharon Reiser.  For those who have not 

had the opportunity to meet Sharon, please take the time to stop in the office from 9:00a.m.-2:00p.m Monday-

Thursday and introduce yourself. Since taking over as Executive Director, Sharon has emerged as the backbone 

of our organization and will play a major role in guiding the GBCC towards successfully achieving our new initia-

tives.  The GBCC Board of Directors is made up of leaders and ambassadors of the Baldwinsville business com-

munity that take great pride in our community and its future success.  The 2011 Board of Directors include Presi-

dent Anthony Saraceni with Strativa Pharmaceuticals, Vice President Joy Campbell with Pathfinder Bank, Treas-

urer Donna Ascenzi with Ascenzi CPA, Secretary Cristina Jardine with Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, Director Bobbi 

Cifaratta with Merrill Lynch, Director Becky Kishtok with Silver Fox Senior Social Club, Director Paul Laurie with 

Hummel’s Office Plus, Director Bill Lapin with Cruise Planners, and Director Steve Borek of End Game Business. 

Initiatives  

The GBCC has had the good fortune to have been invited by The Baldwinsville Public Library to assist in adminis-

tering an exciting new grant the Library was awarded.  This is a Public Computer Center grant as part of the 

Broadbandexpress@your library project from the U.S. Department of Commerce National Telecommunications 

and Information Administration (NTIA), and is intended to service job seekers, small business owners, and senior 

citizens.  The GBCC has agreed to help administer the small business portion of this grant and is in the process of 

designing a series of professional educational seminars that will speak directly to the concerns and needs of our 

membership.  This is a new initiative that will provide real benefit to our membership over the next two years.   

The small business portion of this grant has an allocation of $27,000.00 to provide these worthwhile sessions.  So 

far, the committee has decided to address the following topics: PCI compliance, How to write a business plan, 

Small business loans, Education on Quickbooks by a Quickbooks Pro, Using social media for marketing, Website 

development, Tax laws that pertain to small business, and Retirement and succession planning.  Please contact 

Sharon Reiser at the GBCC office for more details.  

Other 2011 GBCC initiatives include: Increased communication to our membership through all communication 

networks, Increase member promotion and participation, renew a printed newsletter, work closely with the Village 

of Baldwinsville to improve the aesthetics of our Business District, provide Baldwinsville with a new 2011 Chamber 

Directory, and bring in an intern to focus on developing a utilization plan for weekday business hour events.   

As president of the GBCC, I strongly feel it is my responsibility to effectively communicate to our membership and 

business community on the ongoing progress towards achieving our 2011 goals and initiatives.  I am confident that 

with the talented and dedicated GBCC Board we have in place, the membership will notice our efforts immediately.  

Please remember, our business community is our local community, so support our businesses by shopping local!    

Sincerely, 

Anthony Saraceni, President of the Greater Baldwinsville Chamber of Commerce 



Judy and David NuHavun 
are more than just your 
typical realtors.  They are 
also more than your aver-
age painters.  The NuHa-
vun's own two businesses: 
Exit Eagan Real Estate and 
Distinguished Painting, Inc.  
As soon as you speak to 
them, you will instantly 
recognize their passion for 
both helping people to relo-
cate to new homes and to 
transforming those homes 
into their own. 

Distinguished Painting of-
fers experienced, profes-
sional, detail painting ser-
vice for both residential and 
small commercial busi-
nesses.  David has been a 
master union painter for 
over 30 years.  One of the 
products that gives Distin-
guished Painting their 
name is Idea Paint – a 
revolutionary product that 
allows you to create a dry-
erase board anywhere the 
paint is applied.  The paint 
can be applied anywhere – 
on any flat surface, even 
over a pre-existing white 

board or chalkboard!  Dis-
tinguished Painting is the 
only painting company in 
upstate New York to be 
trained and certified to ap-
ply the product.  As Judy 
NuHavun explained, ―You 
can put this paint any-
where.  In your home, in a 
kid’s playroom, in an office 
conference room, or even 
in schools!  A lot of schools 
are switching to this paint 
because it engages the 
students and is also better 
for the environment.  You 
don’t need to replace the 
paint like you do with typi-
cal dry erase boards, and 
there’s no dust like with 
your classic chalkboard.‖  
Plus, Idea Paint comes 
with a lifetime warranty. 

When asked why they re-
cently joined the Baldwins-
ville Chamber of Com-
merce, Judy explained that 
they relocate a lot of peo-
ple to the Baldwinsville 
area because it is an ap-
pealing town for so many 
families.  ―What’s great 
about Baldwinsville,‖ says 

Judy ―is that is has so 
many features: a terrific 
school system, nice hous-
ing areas, a delightful vil-
lage, and a cohesive sense 
of community.‖ 

Learn more about Exit 
Eagan Real Estate and 
Distinguished Painting, Inc. 
by contacting Judy at 372-
3028 or David at 372-3024.  
And try out the Idea Paint 
for yourself by visiting the 
business center in the new 
Chamber Office! 

www.relocatetosyracuse.com 

www.distinguishedpainting.com 

www.ideapaint.com 
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GREAT IDEA! 

Distinguished Painting by Cristina Jardine  

“A lot of 

schools are 

switching to 

this paint 

because it 

engages the 

students and 

is also better 

for the 

environment.” 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
MONTHLY LUNCHEON 

Thursday, September 15th 

11:30-1:00 

Tabatha’s Family Tree 

Speaker: Sean Becker (What to 
do with your money during 
these challenging financial 

times) 

$12 prepaid 

$13 @ door with RSVP 

$15 without RSVP 

Register Online! 

CHAMBER OPEN HOUSE 

Tuesday, September 13th 

4:00-7:00 

27 Water Street 

Baldwinsville Chamber  
Open House  “Block Party”.  

Food, drink, networking.  
Door Prizes! 

Tour the new office.  Revisit  
your membership benefits! 

 
RSVP by calling 638-0550                                               

                                                                                                                              
                       

                                               

http://www.relocatetosyracuse.com
http://www.distinguishedpainting.com
http://www.ideapaint.com


Businesses were recently 

given a bit of a perk by 

Uncle Sam!  The IRS up-

dated its mileage allow-

ance schedule.  Effective 

July 1, 2011 the rate will 

increase to 55.5 cents a 
mile for all business miles 
driven through the end of 
2011 at which time the 
rates will again be ad-
justed. Generally the rates 
are adjusted only annually, 
but due to the significant 
increase in the price of gas 
over the last six months the 
IRS made the change semi
-annually for the first time 
since 2008.  This rate is an 
optional standard rate that 
may be used to calculate 
total business automobile 
deductions in lieu of track-
ing actual costs of gas, 
depreciation, repairs, tires, 
oil, registration, etc.  Tolls 
and parking can still be 
deducted in addition to the 

standard mileage rate 
when using this method.  
But please beware that if 
actual expenses were ever 
claimed on a vehicle, that 
method must be used con-
sistently.  The taxpayer 
may not revert to using the 
standard mileage allow-
ance once depreciation has 
been claimed. The 55.5 
cent rate is also the rate 
that employers must reim-
burse employees for mile-
age, and it is the rate that 
employees may claim for 
unreimbursed mileage on 
their tax return.   

On the personal side, the 
IRS increased the rate that 
may be claimed for medical 
and moving expenses to 
23.5 cents per mile.   
Charitable mileage was left 
unaffected at 14 cents per 
mile.  There is no hard and 
fast rule that applies to all 
situations.   You may or 

may not be able to claim 
these deductions.  As al-
ways, you must confer with 
your CPA to determine 
your eligibility for any of 
these deductions.  Please 
note that when you provide 
your CPA or tax preparer 
with your 2011 information 
you will need to provide a 
breakdown of miles be-
tween Jan 1 – Jun 30, and 
July 1 – Dec 31, as the 
rates applied to each half 
of the year will differ.   Also 
remember to keep a log of 
mileage – date, location, 
purpose of trip, miles 
driven, or beginning and 
ending odometer readings.  
This log is a critical docu-
ment if audited.   

A chart showing the com-
parison of the rates for the 
1st half of the year vs. the 
2nd half has been provided 
below. 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

  

TABATHA’S FAMILY TREE  

RESTAURANT 

10% Off Total Bill 

3160 Cold Springs Rd. 

Baldwinsville, NY  13027 

315-638-0315 

www.tabathasfamilytree.com 

MILEAGE RATE CHANGES 
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HOW MUCH CAN I 

CLAIM? 

CHAMBER WISH LIST 

4 Drawer Filing Cabinet 

Shredder 

Dry Erase Markers 

Desk Phone 

Window Blinds 

Printer/Copier Paper 

We also need a volunteer to 

drive around town returning  

old banners to businesses. 

MEMBER TO MEMBER DISCOUNT PROGRAM  

Taxing Times by Donna Ascenzi,  CPA 

“On a personal note, 

the IRS increased 

the rate that may be 

claimed for medical 

and moving 

expenses to 23.5 

cents per mile.” Purpose Rates 1/1 through 6/30/11    Rates 7/1 through 
12/31/11  

Business 51 55.5 

  Medical/Moving     19 23.5 

Charitable 14 14 

Add Your M-2-M Discount 

 

To participate, simply email 
or call the Chamber office 
with your discount offer.  

Be sure to include company 
name, phone number, con-
tact name, email, address, 

and the discount offer! 

 



CHAMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS BIOS 
 

Donna Ascenzi is a CPA with over 14 years of accounting experience with small and intermediate size firms in the 
Syracuse area who now owns her own private practice in the Baldwinsville Commons building.  She specializes in small 
business, not for profit, and individual accounting and taxation and is a Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor. Ascenzi has 
40 years of teaching experience from pre-school through baccalaureate, currently serving as an adjunct accounting in-
structor at LeMoyne College and DeVry University online.  In addition to the Greater Baldwinsville Chamber of Com-
merce, memberships include AICPA, NYSSCPA and ASWA (currently the local chapter president), as well as having 
served on the Board of Directors of Oswego Heritage Foundation and CNY Komen.   
 
Steve Borek is the founder and owner of the Executive Coaching and Team Development company End Game      
Business. EGB designs alliances with executives and entrepreneurs to create the business they've always wanted. 
Steve graduated cum laude from both Mercy College where he received a B.S. in Accounting & Finance and an MBA 
from Syracuse University. He's an ICF Certified coach and a graduate of Coach University. Steve is also certified in a 
number of behavioral assessments. He's volunteered for other organizations including Special Olympics, Rescue      
Mission, and Coach Approach to name a few. Steve is a former Board Member of the Baldwinsville Theatre Guild where 
he served as Production Chair. 

 
Joy Campbell is a Business Account Manager at Pathfinder Bank.  She works with businesses in Oswego and Onon-
daga County; assisting them with their financing needs.  She resides in Baldwinsville with her husband Jesse and two 
sons.  Joy is the Vice President of the Baldwinsville Chamber.  She has been actively involved in various Chamber 
Committees for the last 3 years and has been on the Chamber Board for 1 year.  This experience has allowed her to 
demonstrate her passion for the communities in which she lives and works. 
 
Bobbi Cifaratta is a member of a full service financial advisory team at Merrill Lynch.  She and her team specialize in 
retirement income planning, making sure that their clients always have enough income to retire in comfort. Bobbi lives in 
Baldwinsville, loves the community and, as Director, is looking forward to helping the Chamber and its members achieve 
the highest success.  
 
Cristina Jardine is the Development Manager for the Central NY Chapter of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation in Syra-
cuse, NY.  She moved to Baldwinsville in 2009 and began participating in Chamber activities as a way to meet people 
and learn more about the town of B’ville. Cristina is now a committee member on the Big Chill event and also serves as 
the Secretary for the Chamber of Commerce’s Board of Directors, possibly because she is perpetually taking notes. 
 
Rebecca Kishtok is the Program Director at Silver Fox Senior Social Club in Baldwinsville. She is a graduate of SUNY 
College at Brockport, with a Bachelors degree in Therapeutic Recreation. Currently, she serves on the 
board of Baldwinsville Chamber of Commerce, on the Vera House Elder Abuse Committee and volunteers for a variety 
of other community projects.  Becky has been an active Chamber Director since 2009. 
 
Bill Lappin is a co-owner of Cruise Planner with his wife Lynn. Cruise Planners is an American Express franchise that 
specializes in Cruise vacations. Bill & Lynn are long time B’ville residents that have 3 children who graduated from the 
B’Ville School system. Bill is also an active member of the Baldwinsville Kiwanis and a member of Beaver Meadows 
Golf Club. 
 
Paul Laurie is an Account Manager with Hummel’s Office Plus, located in East Syracuse, with over 25 years of experi-
ence in sales and marketing.  He and his wife live in Baldwinsville and are originally from the Philadelphia area.  They 
enjoy their dog named Maggie.  His hobbies include tennis, biking and skiing.  Paul has been a Chamber of Commerce 
Director since 2010.   
 
Anthony Saraceni is a Sales Representative for Strativa Pharmaceuticals and is a fifth generation B’villian, graduating 
from C.W.Baker High School.  Anthony attended the Virginia Military Institute and graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
History with a concentration in Business Studies.  He is a long time Baldwinsville Kiwanis Club member, board member 
of The Greater Baldwinsville Economic Development Agency, and is the current President of The Greater Baldwinsville 
Chamber of Commerce.   Anthony has been a board member on the Baldwinsville Chamber for six years and looks for-
ward to leading his talented Board of Directors for the next two years.  It is Anthony’s intention to work closely with local 
government and other local agencies in Baldwinsville to promote and grow local commerce.  In his free time, Anthony 
enjoys coaching Baldwinsville Youth Lacrosse, boating on the Seneca River, and hunting and fishing with his friends.    
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Facing the need for a  

Nursing Home or Assisted Living? 

Want to stay in Your Own Home? 

We Can Help! 

 

 
 

We offer professional day services for 

seniors in a club setting, providing: 

 

× Socialization 

× Therapeutic recreation 

× Three homemade meals a day 

× Transportation coordination 

× Salon services 

× And much more! 

 

Each member has their own 

Individualized Service Plan, meeting all 

their physical, social, and cognitive needs, 

allowing them to stay in their home as 

long as possible. 

 

Come check us out! 
Weôre open M-F, 7:30amï6:00pm at  

22 East Genesee Street 

Baldwinsville, NY 13027 

315-635-5335 or 

www.silverfoxseniors.org 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

¶ The Chamber is hosting another Artisan Show.  The 

last one was so much fun, despite the weather, and we 

want to share our local artisans with the Oktoberfest 

crowd!  The date is September 16th, Noon-6:00 pm, at 

the Visitor’s Center.  For more information call the 

Chamber office! 

¶ The Chamber of Commerce is beginning to plan for its 

2012 BIG CHILL event—biggest event of the year!  We 

are currently looking for a Chairperson to lead this   

committee, as well as committee members to help with 

the planning.  Call or email the Chamber if interested. 

¶ Baldwinsville’s Oktoberfest is scheduled for September 

16th & 17th.  Vendors are needed.  If interested, con-

tact Lori Falso @ 638-3200.  If you’d like to volunteer, 

please contact Megan O’Donnell @ 635-2050. 

¶ The Empire State Marathon is coming through                

Baldwinsville.  Our town is on the path of the marathon 

and we’re planning to make it a memorable experience 

for runners and their families and friends.  A committee 

is forming to plan events for that day.  Please call the 

office if interested in participating in the planning. 

CHAMBER OFFICE: 638-0550                                       

baldwinsvillechamber@gmail.com 



BUSINESS CARD AD             $12 

 

CLASSIFIED AD                    $10 

 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT          $100 
Front Pageñarticle & logo 

 

 

 
 

 

FULL PAGE INSERT           $60 
(You provide 300 copies with 
payment) 

 

1/2 PAGE DISPLAY AD        $30 
6 1/2ó x 4 1/2ó 

 

1/4 PAGE DISPLAY AD        $20 

3 1/4ó X 4 1/2ó 
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Advertise in the Next Chamber Newsletter  

Support 

your 

community 

and shop 

locally! 

Call or email the Chamber 

office to place an ad.  All ads 
must be camera ready and 

properly sized.  The Chamber is 
not responsible for the quality 

of the ad if resizing is         

necessary. 
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AMBIT ENERGY, Joanne Nosewicz 

LIBERTY MUTUAL, Raymond Byrne 

NEW YOU SKIN SOLUTIONS & MASSAGE, Heather Wing 

McBRIDE’S CAN-A-LOT, Penney Garcia 

AIDS COMMUNITY RESOURCES, Jackie Coe 

SMRFibre, Michelle Rurka 

LIQUOR EXPRESS, Jim Patel 

THE SCOTSMAN MEDIA GROUP, Sue Wallace 

TSYS, Deb Angarano 

THE SPORTS LOBBY, Mark Butler 

 INTERIOR CONCEPTS & FLOORING, Rocco Galimi 
        

FACE FIRST CREATIVE, Rebecca Spadaro 

JOE COLEMAN 

HOPE FOR HEATHER, Frieda Weeks 

SERVPRO, John Halko 

END GAME BUSINESS, Steve Borek 

BVILLE BUDDIES PET SITTING, Theresa Brown 

ADP SMALL BUSINESS SERVICES, Alex Ribarovski 

SEND OUT CARDS, Karen Cannata-LaRocca 

CLIPPER MAGAZINE, Jodi Salamida 

LITTLE BLACK DRESS BOUTIQUE, Jennifer Johns 

GREENE IVY FLORIST, Augie Greene, & Ilene Cunningham 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
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MEMBERSHIP REFERRAL PROGRAM 

Refer 1 Business = 1 Free Lunch 

Refer 3 Businesses = Free Ad in Newsletter 

Refer 6 Businesses = Free Membership for 1 Year 



 

 

 

 

 

27 Water Street, 2nd Floor  

Baldwinsville, NY 13027  

Phone: 315.638.0550  

www.b -ville.com  

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday -Thursday 9:00 AM Ũ2:00 PM  

Mission: To create 

an economic 

climate that 

enhances the 

growth, prosperity 

and quality of life 

for all who live and 

work in Greater 

Like us on 

Facebook 

@GBvilleChamber 

 


